PROFESSIONAL DEGREES INFORMATION

According to the Postsecondary Education System Glossary, published by the U. S. Department of Education, first professional degrees may be awarded in the following 10 fields:

Chiropractic (D.C. or D.C.M.)

Dentistry (D.D.S. or D.M.D.)

Law (L.L.B., J.D.)

Medicine (M.D.)

Optometry (O.D.)

Osteopathic Medicine (D.O.)

Pharmacy (Pharm.D.)

Podiatry (D.P.M., D.P., or Pod.D.)

Theology (M.Div, M.H.L., B.D., or Ordination)

Veterinary Medicine (D.V.M.)

Quote from the Glossary:  The First Professional Degree is an award that requires completion of a program that meets all of the following criteria:

(1) completion of the academic requirements to begin practice in the

profession; (2) at least 2 years of college work prior to entering the

program; and (3) a total of at least 6 academic years of college work to complete the degree program, including prior required college work plus the length of the professional program itself.
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