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TRICARE Plus

TRICARE Plus is a military treatment facility primary care enrollment program that is  offered at selected local military treatment facilities. All beneficiaries eligible for care in military treatment facilities (except those enrolled in TRICARE Prime, a civilian HMO, or Medicare HMO) can seek enrollment for primary care at military treatment facilities where enrollment capacity exists. Non-enrollment in TRICARE Plus does not affect TRICARE For Life benefits or other existing programs. 

TRICARE Plus Benefits: 

· Enrollees will use their designated primary care provider at the military treatment facility as their principal source of health care.

· Persons enrolled in TRICARE Plus can continue to obtain care from civilian and/or Medicare providers; TRICARE Standard/Extra or Medicare rules apply.  TRICARE will be second payer to Medicare for TRICARE-covered services.

· Enrollees are not locked into a health maintenance organization (HMO)-like program. 

· There are no enrollment fees.

· TRICARE Plus enrollees will receive primary care appointments with the same access standards as TRICARE Prime enrollees. 

· TRICARE Plus enrollment is noted on beneficiary records in Defense Enrollment Eligibility Reporting System (DEERS).

· Eligible beneficiaries with existing relationships with primary care providers at military treatment facilities will have the first opportunity to enroll as long as the facility has the capacity (space) and capability (resources). Remaining enrollment capacity will be made available to other beneficiaries through a fair process.

TRICARE Plus Limitations: 

· TRICARE Plus will not be available at all military treatment facilities. Local commanders will retain discretion to continue or discontinue TRICARE Plus at individual military treatment facilities depending on their capacities/capabilities and missions.

· TRICARE Plus is a military treatment facility primary care access program, not a health plan. For care from civilian providers, TRICARE Plus has no effect and TRICARE Standard/Extra rules will apply for most enrollees.  For services payable by Medicare, Medicare rules will apply, with TRICARE as second payer for TRICARE covered services and supplies.

· TRICARE Plus does not guarantee access to specialty care at the military treatment facility where the beneficiary is enrolled. 

· Prospective enrollees will apply for enrollment in TRICARE Plus. Enrollment may be determined, in part, by the specific missions and needs of each military treatment facility (for example, GME, existing TRICARE Senior Prime program, etc.).

· TRICARE Plus is not a portable benefit. Enrollment at one facility will not guarantee access at another facility.

· TRICARE Plus enrollees are discouraged from obtaining nonemergency primary care from sources outside the military treatment facility where they are enrolled.

· Beneficiaries enrolled in an HMO or similar program of another sponsor (TRICARE Prime, employer-sponsored HMO, Medicare Choice) are not eligible for TRICARE Plus because they have an established primary care relationship.

· Continued enrollment in TRICARE Plus is reviewed annually by the local military treatment facility; beneficiaries may be disenrolled if capacity is no longer available. 

For more information about TRICARE Plus, call 1-888-DOD-LIFE (1-888-363-5433), or check the TRICARE Web site at: www.tricare.osd.mil/Plus/.




To change your information on the fact sheet distribution list, please call 303-676-3700 (DSN 926-3700), FAX 303-676-3567 (DSN 926-3567),


e-mail william.orchard@tma.osd.mil or by the U.S. mail at: TRICARE Management Activity, 16401 East Centretech Parkway, Aurora, CO 80011-9066.














