chapter 2

ice machines


Ice Machines

Ref:
(a)
NAVMED P-5010, Chapter 1

Per reference (a), ice samples are collected monthly from each ice machine to test for bacterial growth.  If an ice machine has been identified as contaminated or has been repaired, please refer below for instructions on how to clean and sanitize the ice machine.  Remember that dispensing ice machines should be cleaned and sanitized by Public Works.

Preventive Medicine will issue a monthly report of ice machine sample results to the Associate Directors of Nursing for Fleet and Family Medicine and Reparative Care Services. These same areas will be contacted immediately with ice sample results when an ice machine is contaminated or secured awaiting bacteriology test results.  All ice sample results are maintained in the Preventive Medicine Department for quality control purposes.

Procedures for maintenance of ice machines as follows:

· Dispensing ice machines:

· Secure ice machine.

· Contact Public Works trouble desk (3-5664).  Inform them if the ice machine needs to be repaired or sanitized due to contamination.

· Contact Preventive Medicine when the ice machine has been repaired or sanitized so the ice can be tested prior to patient use.

· The ice machine must remain secured until test results are confirmed.

· Bin ice machines:

· Secure ice machine

· Unplug the ice machine

· Empty the machine and defrost.  Make sure the overflow pipes carry off the water used for defrosting.

· Use a plastic bristle brush to scrub the inside and outside of bins with a mild detergent.

· Rinse with warm water.

· Sanitize with bleach and water solution (2 tsp bleach to 1 gal of cool water).

· Check water control.  Make sure that water flow holes are open.

· It is recommended that bin ice machines be sanitized monthly in accordance with these procedures.

· When sanitizing has been completed, contact Preventive Medicine so an ice sample may be collected.

· Ice machines should remain secured until test results are confirmed.

· Infection Control and Preventive Medicine are to be consulted before moving ice machines to another area to ensure appropriateness of the new location for obvious infection control reasons.

