SERVICEMEMBERS OPPORTUNITY COLLEGES, NAVY

(SOCNAV)


Servicemembers Opportunity Colleges (SOC) is a consortium of 1,200 schools whose role is to provide educational opportunities to Service members.  Schools that belong to SOC understand that Service members are mobile and have difficulty establishing residency at one college.  SOC schools accept credits for military experience and credits through testing programs. The SOC Web site is http://www.soc.aascu.org.


SOCNAV is the Servicemembers Opportunity Colleges degree program for the Navy.  SOCNAV-2 consists of accredited colleges that offer associate degree programs on or near Navy installations worldwide.  The bachelor’s degree equivalent is SOCNAV-4.  These civilian colleges have joined together to form networks in which each college accepts credits from all the others.  This guarantees that you can continue working toward your degree even though the Navy may transfer you several times.  The SOCNAV system solves the problem of starting your studies at one place and finishing at another.  SOCNAV programs with traditional classroom study can be taken at almost all Navy installations.

SOCNAV was developed specifically for enlisted personnel whose Navy rate/rating and schools may already have earned them college credits.  The Navy College Office offers the opportunity for a Sailor to get a copy of his/her SMART (Sailor/Marine American Council on Education Registry Transcript) which lists his/her naval schools and rate with American Council on Education (ACE) recommended college credits.

A wide variety of degree programs are available in the SOCNAV program, ranging from liberal arts to management, computers, criminal justice, electronics and more. You can achieve your college degree utilizing many methods of earning credit:  traditional college courses, independent study, DANTES testing (CLEP, DSST and RCEP) and ACE credit for your military experience.


A home college is the SOCNAV college where you begin your studies and complete the minimum academic residency (25 percent of the total number of credits for your degree).  The home college evaluates your Navy rate/rating and other learning experiences, combining them all into a SOCNAV Student Agreement that serves as your degree plan (program).  The degree plan lists which courses you have satisfied and what you still need.  When you have completed the necessary credits, the home college awards you a degree.


Your first step is to consult with the Navy College Office who will help you locate available SOCNAV degree plans.  Once you have selected a SOCNAV school and a SOCNAV degree plan (not all degrees are in a SOCNAV network), your SMART can be mailed to the SOCNAV college of your choice.  The Navy College Office can also assist you in requesting your previous college transcripts and CLEP results, if applicable, to go to your SOCNAV college.


If you leave the Navy before you complete your degree, the SOCNAV Student Agreement guarantees that your college credits will not be lost, and you can finish your studies as a civilian – assuming you have satisfied the home college’s academic residency requirement and can take the remaining courses with another college.  If the college is not in SOCNAV, you will have to get the courses approved by your home college.  SOCNAV colleges will enroll family members under the same terms as active duty members.  Family members enroll in SOCNAV directly through the college.
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