ASSOCIATE DEGREES

WHAT IS AN ASSOCIATE DEGREE?

    An associate degree is a program of courses which usually takes 2 years to complete (or their equivalent if attending part-time or through non-traditional means or accelerated terms.)  It consists of 

60-64 semester credits or 90-96 quarter credits, depending on what type of term the college uses.  Most associate degrees are earned at a community or junior college.  There are more than 1,100 community colleges in the United States.

WHAT TYPES OF ASSOCIATE DEGREES DO COMMUNITY COLLEGES OFFER?

    a.    Technical degree programs that train students to go into jobs such as dental/medical technicians or automotive mechanics.   Many technical occupations only require a certificate or 2 years of college.  Completion of a 2-year technical degree program results in an Associate of Applied Science (A.A.S.).  This degree is a terminal, occupational degree that’s generally NOT designed to transfer into a 4-year university.

    b.  Transfer degree programs that consist of the freshman/sophomore years of college.  These programs prepare students to transfer to a 4-year university to complete their last 2 years.  Many community colleges and 4-year colleges have “articulation” agreements that designate what credit from the 2-year school will transfer to the 4-year college.  Completion of these programs result in earning an Associate in Science (A.S.) or an Associate in Arts (A.A.)  
WHAT ADVANTAGE IS THERE TO ENROLLING IN A COMMUNITY COLLEGE?

    a.  It’s cheaper.  The cost of tuition at 2-year public community colleges is less than tuition at a public or private 4-year university.  Because community colleges are state-supported, legal residents of the state and in many cases military personnel stationed in that state pay less than non-residents.

    b.  Often it’s easier to be admitted.  Over 90% of all applications at a community college are accepted.  Many of these colleges have an “open-door” policy, which allows any person with a high school diploma or its equivalent to enroll.   No admissions tests like the SAT or ACT are required.

    c.  Many occupations just require a 2-year college education.  Community colleges offer a wide variety of degree programs in many different occupational fields of interest.

WHAT ARE SOME DEGREE PROGRAMS OFFERED AT COMMUNITY COLLEGES?

   a.  Accounting                


h.  Cosmetology

   o.  Interior Design

    b.  Art



             i.   Criminal Justice 

   p.  Medical Asst.

    c.  Auto Mechanic/Technician

         
j.   Data Processing

   q.  Nursing

    d.  Aviation Technology


k.  Dental Hygiene

   r.   Legal Asst.

    e.  Business Administration


l.   Engineering Technology
   s.  Real Estate

    f.   Computer Maintenance Technology
m. Fire Science


   t.  Secretarial Science

    g.  Computer Science



n.  General Studies/Liberal Arts
   u.  Travel Mgmt

WHERE CAN I GET FURTHER INFORMATION?

  Peterson’s Guide to 2-Year Colleges      The College Handbook      Peterson’s Guide to Career Colleges

  Community College Web – http://www.mcli.dist.maricopa.edu/cc/info.html

