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Flu Clinics to Begin Tomorrow for Hampton Roads Military

By Deborah R. Kallgren

Naval Medical Center Portsmouth, Portsmouth, Va. – Influenza immunizations will be available at Naval Medical Center Portsmouth Center and Branch Medical Clinics beginning Friday, Oct. 22, for high priority and high-risk groups.  
Shore-based deploying Sailors have the highest priority and will be immunized by special immunization teams at their work sites.  The next priority group to receive flu shots are people with high-risk medical conditions who are currently enrolled in TRICARE Prime, TRICARE Plus and the TRICARE Prime Network.  Only people in these categories will receive flu shots:

· Children age 6 to 23 months

· Individuals 65 years or older

· Pregnant women

· Children on long-term aspirin treatment

· Patients on immunosuppresive drugs

· Immunosuppressed (HIV) individuals

· Transplant patients

· COPD, Asthma

· Diabetes

· Individuals who have experienced congestive heart failure, heart attack, coronary artery disease or angina

· Individuals with chronic kidney disease, renal failure

· Chronic anemia 

· Parents of infants under 6 months
(more)
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“We will vaccinate our TRICARE Prime and Plus high-risk patients from Oct. 22 through Nov. 13.  After that time, vaccinations will be opened to all high-risk TRICARE Standard, Extra and TRICARE For Life beneficiaries while the supply of vaccinations lasts,” said Capt. James R. Miller, M.D., service line leader for Preventive Care and Wellness at NMCP.
TRICARE Prime Network patients who do not normally use Naval Medical Center Portsmouth or its clinics must bring a form from their doctor that documents their high-risk health condition.  All network health care providers have been provided a form for their high-risk patients to bring to get a flu shot at the following vaccination clinics: 
Naval Medical Center Portsmouth

Mass Immunization Clinic

Building 215, 2nd floor auditorium

Oct. 26 & 28 
Nov. 4 & 9

9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Admiral Joel T. Boone Branch Medical Clinic (Little Creek)

Mass Immunization Clinic

Saturday, Oct. 30

       8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Immunizations Clinics

Naval Medical Center Portsmouth 
Branch Medical Clinics: Boone, Sewells, Oceana, Northwest (enrollees only) and Yorktown (enrollees only)  

Monday - Friday 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  
Families with children younger than 4 years old are encouraged to use the immunization clinics rather than the NMCP auditorium location.  
NMCP TRICARE Prime Pediatric Clinic
Clinic enrollees should call 953-2989.  Flu shots will be given by appointment on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 1 to 3 p.m.
(more)
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Health Benefit staff will be on site to verify patients’ TRICARE Prime enrollment status. Immunization staff will verify beneficiaries’ high-risk status by prescription or medical record review.  Only those TRICARE Prime and Plus patients who meet the strict prioritization criteria will receive flu shots.  TRICARE beneficiaries enrolled or attached to other military hospitals, such as Fort Eustis or 1MDG at Langley Air Force Base, must get their flu shots at their designated facility.
CherylAnn Kraft, Immunizations product line leader for Naval Medical Center and the Branch Clinics said, “Due to the limited supply of flu vaccine, we will strictly adhere to the DoD and CDC vaccination guidelines.  Therefore, we ask everyone to be patient this flu season.” 

Not all shore-based military service members will be immunized this year due to the limited quantities of vaccine and the need to prioritize vaccinations for high-risk individuals and deploying service members.  Unit representatives should contact NMCP Special Immunizations at 953-1974 to inquire about flu shot availability.


Due to the vaccine shortage, NMCP is unable to offer flu vaccinations to DoD civilian employees unless they are in the following categories: critical national defense assets deploying with the military, emergency response personnel, child care providers for children under 6 months old and health care workers in direct patient care.  NMCP’s special immunization teams will vaccinate these civilian groups at their work sites.


Civilian employees with medical conditions putting them at high-risk of complicatons from influenza should contact their health care providers or make other arrangements to be immunized as soon as possible.

(more)
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Updates on flu vaccination availability at NMCP and its Branch Medical Clinics will be featured on the NMCP Web site at www-nmcp.med.navy.mil/.  Military dependents and retirees may direct questions about enrollment status to the Health Benefits Office at 953-2610.  Influenza and vaccine information is available from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention at 1-800-232-2522 or at www.cdc.gov/nip.

###










