chapter 2

toys on the pediatric unit


Toys 

To establish procedures for use of toys within NMCP.

· Toys used in the community playroom will be:

· Made of impervious, smooth, and non-porous materials.

· Will be cleaned daily and as needed by designated ward personnel.  Toys will be cleaned with a mild detergent and warm water or with a mild disinfectant.  If a disinfectant solution is used, toys must be thoroughly rinsed.

· Used only by children not requiring isolation measures due to their diagnosed illness.

· Monitored by staff to ensure that safety, health, and the above listed requirements are met.

· Private toys will be required for any child in isolation and will not be shared with other children.  These toys will be taken home by the child at the time of discharge.

· Ideally, toys should be made of impervious, smooth, and non-porous materials.  Stuffed animals are allowed on an individual basis but cannot be placed in an isolette due to the collection of moisture and organisms in the toy. 

· Private toys will be provided by the child’s sponsor if:

· The child is admitted or is later diagnosed as having a communicable disease.

· Felt by the charge nurse to be indicated.

· Private toys on the ward:

· Will not be shared with other children.

· Will be the responsibility of the sponsor.

· Will be taken home with the child at the termination of his hospital stay; or be disposed of by the ward personnel.

