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Level of Consciousness is determined by your observation and by the patient response

                      Fully Conscious – awake, alert, and oriented to person, place, and time.

     Confused – disoriented to person, place, and/or time; shortened attention span.

                      Lethargic – oriented to person, place, and time but is slow and sluggish

                      Obtunded – readily arousable with stimulation but appears very drowsy. 

                             Stuporous – generally unresponsive except to vigorous and repeated stimuli.

        Comatose – does not respond to body or environmental stimuli.

Chart pupils in mm, compare to circles below.

Chart reaction as + (reacts) or – (does not react).
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Motor Response

     Follows Commands – patient responds appropriately.

     Purposeful Motion – moves in response to a source not by command (i.e., pulls out NGT).

     Withdraws from Pain – moves in response to painful stimuli.

     Abnormal Flexion (formerly decorticate posturing) – flexion of arms, wrists, and fingers with

        extension, internal rotation, and plantar flexion in the lower extremities

     Abnormal Extension (formerly decerebrate posturing) – Adduction and hyperpronated arms,

        with stiffly extended legs and plantar flexion of the feet

     None – No response.

     Strength:

            0 – No Movement

            1 – Minimal Muscle Movement (a flicker in an extremity muscle is noted)

            2 – Joint Movement (able to drag extremity across bed, no lifting)

            3 – Lifting Movement, no strength (can lift extremity but drops it when touched)

            4 – Mild Resistance (can push or pull with some strength)

            5 – Full Resistance
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