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           Talking Points  

What is World Health Day?                   

· Each year the World Health Organization (WHO) selects a different theme for World Health Day, celebrated each April 7, the anniversary of the organization’s founding. 

· This year WHO has selected road traffic safety as the focus for World Health Day 2004, with the theme "Road Safety is No Accident." 
· April 7, 2004 kicks off a year of activities and events around the world focusing on road traffic safety. 

· On that date the United Nations will introduce a five-year plan to bring traffic safety to countries around the world. 

The Global Perspective on Traffic Injury

· WHO estimates that more than 1.26 million people die and 25 million more are injured in traffic crashes worldwide each year. 

· Road traffic injuries are a leading cause of death worldwide and are increasing at an alarming rate. 

· Around the world, injuries are among the leading cause of death for people aged 15 to 44, and road traffic injuries are responsible for 25 percent of all deaths due to injury. 

· By 2020, traffic crashes are predicted to rise to become the third highest disease/injury burden on the global community, ahead of malaria, tuberculosis and HIV/AIDS. 

· The United Nations estimates that the economic cost of road traffic injuries amounts to $518 billion a year with $100 billion of that cost borne by poor nations that can least afford it. 

In the United States

· In the U.S., motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death for people ages 2 through 33 years. 

· In 2002 nearly 43,000 lives were lost and nearly 3 million more were injured in traffic crashes. 

· Vehicle occupants accounted for 87 percent of traffic fatalities in 2002. The remaining 13 percent were pedestrians, pedal cyclists, and other non-occupants. 

In Virginia in 2002

· Motor vehicle crashes were the leading cause of all deaths due to unintentional injury (Center for Health Statistics, Virginia Dept. of Health). 

· Motor vehicle crashes were the leading cause of death for people ages 5 through 29 years (Center for Health Statistics, Virginia Dept. of Health). 

· 913 lives were lost and 78,896 were injured in traffic crashes (Virginia Dept. of Motor Vehicles, 2002 Traffic Crash Facts). 

· Vehicle occupants accounted for 83 percent of traffic fatalities. The remaining 16.9 percent were pedestrians, pedal cyclists, and other non-occupants (Virginia Dept. of Motor Vehicles, 2002 Traffic Crash Facts). 

· Motor vehicle deaths accounted for 38.3 percent of all unintentional injury deaths (926 out of 2,415). Unintentional injury deaths accounted for 4 percent of all deaths (Center for Health Statistics, Virginia Dept. of Health). 

· Motor vehicle crashes were the second leading cause of injury hospitalization for all age groups combined, accounting for 5.7 percent of all injury hospitalizations (Virginia Health Information, Inc.). 

· The length of hospitalization stay due to motor vehicle crashes ranged from 1 to 148 days, with an average of 5 days (Virginia Health Information, Inc.). 

The Economic Costs of Motor Vehicle Crashes

· Globally, the United Nations estimates that the economic cost of road traffic injuries amounts to $518 billion a year with $100 billion of that cost borne by poor nations that can least afford it. 

· The economic cost of crashes is estimated to be $230 billion each year in the United States. 

· In Virginia in the year 2002, the hospitalization costs due to motor vehicle crashes ranged from $300 to $464,000. The average cost was $24,700 (Virginia Health Information, Inc.). 

· In Virginia in the year 2000, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) estimated the economic cost of crashes to be $5,203,000. The per capita cost is estimated to be $735. 

For More Information

· The WHO developed a WHD toolkit to promote road safety.  

· The Pan American Health Organization is the Regional branch of WHO for the Americas and provides information in both English and Spanish at: 

· NHTSA’s own website at www.nhtsa.dot.gov provides information on what the U.S. is doing for our nation’s own road safety priorities, and provides valuable information on how to keep Americans safe on the road. 

· A partial list of other road safety resources includes: 

· U.S. Department of Transportation 

· Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration  

· Federal Highway Administration 

· DRIVE SMART® Virginia, Inc. 

· Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles  

· Additional information can be found on the National Center for Injury Prevention and Control website of the Centers for Disease Control 

· World Health Day Poster 

· World Health Day Email Update 

Unless otherwise noted, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration provided the information for these talking points. 

